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IS IT BECAUSE OF THAT ? 






















































































7 V I 

/ I MEAN, ISN'T \ / YOU SURE ■ Ol, , 

_ THAT THE EASIEST | | ARE INTENT JljjJ 

\ PLACE TO START* t — \ ON HUGGING, - -f” 

\ J \ AREN’T YOU? 

| 1fi 

I "A HOME \ {( li 

\ RUN"? 

/ / \Wr U 

I WELL, MAYBE \ 

l IS FOR WOMEN. / / | ? \ 'VjjiVJ 

i\ 11/ FIRST BASE IS 

M\ \ HUGGING, THEN 

111 Jj HOLDING HANDS, 

]{: j/ Ti THEN KISSING, 

WJJ--—- ■■—: J I\ AND THEN YOU 

W-\ £CO/?£ /I «OV/£ 

/ OKAY THEN, \ 

1 II UP HOLD MY / U 

;|jljp\ \ HAND? / V fy 

g 

U FOR MEN, IT’S 

P tf£/HIK DIFFICULT AT 

7 £//?57: 5^/r THEN THE 

P» REST IS NO BIG DEAL. 

-*-J) THAT’S HOW IT IS 

A £ 0 /? ME, AT LEAST. 

- 

if \ 

J BESIDES, WOULDN'T \ 

1 / HUGGING BE CLOSER \ 

TO KISSING, SINCE 

YOU PUT YOUR 
\ FACES NEAR EACH / 

\ OTHER? / 

- k / 
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p*WWW^ 

Vvvwvvv 

iyWVVVVVVJ 
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M«U, THEN PET MY 
HEAP INSTEAD OF 
PATTING MY BACK, 
PLEASE. 
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THIS IS THE RAW FEELING 
OF A HUMAN BODY. 


ITS THICKNESS... 
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I AM! WE'VE 
FINALLY FIGURED 
IT OUT! 













































































BUT WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I 
END UP LIKING HIM NOT AS MY 
EMPLOYER, BUT AS A MAN? 


I MEAN, WE'RE 
ALREAD Y MARRIED. 













THIS IS WHY I WAS 

SO CAREFUL TO ' 

STAY AWAY FROM 

THAT KIND OF 


S; | IF WE HADN'T DONE 

THAT, I WOULDN'T FEEL 
| ANY NEED FOR IT, BUT 
m i NOW THAT I KNOW 

•- 1 WHAT IT'S LIKE, I CAN'T 
HELP BUT WANT TO 

US DOIT AGAIN. 

THING AS A PRO 

BACHELOR. i 


wmmx, . . iispl 
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AS A PROFESSIONAL I DO 
HAVE CONFIDENCE THATI 


CAN KEEP THINGS FROM 

...BUT I CAN'T STAND WORRYING GOING ANY FURTHER 

ABOUT WHEN THE NEXT ONE WILL THAN THEY HAVE... 

BE OR TRYING TO FIGURE OUT 

WHAT SHE’S THINKING.' 



Jx\ 

t B h U e T ,n S s%1 and 

. * 

Pif rp 
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...I'M JUST RELIEVED. 



I'M SO GLAD HE DIDN'T SUGGEST 
THAT WE QUIT IT. 



I'M SO GLAD HE ACCEPTED 
MY HUG. 
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Y'KNOW, DEPENDING ON HOW 
YOU THINK ABOUT IT... 

























































































...MIKURI-SAN'S REALL Y CUTE 
WHEN SHE BLUSHES. 
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WE WENT TO ALL THAT TROUBLE TO SEEM LIKE LOVERS... 



...AND NOW WE HAVE TO 60 ON 
THIS RIDICULOUS HONEYMOON. 
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...IF HIRAMASA-SAN LET ME INTO HIS HEART. 
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THOSE TWO ARE 
ON THEIR HONEY¬ 
MOON... 
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IT'S 

ONLY NINE, 
HtRAMASA- 
SAN... 



IF I CAN JUST FALL 
ASLEEP LIKE THIS AND 
NOT WAKE UP UNTIL 
THE MORNING WHEN 
M/KUR/-SAN IS ALREADY 
OUT OF BED... 
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MAYBE I PUSHED A UTTLE TOO HARD. 





























































UGH... 



THIS IS NO 
GOOP. 


H/RAMASA-SAN DOESN'T ACT 
UKE HE WANTS ANY OF THIS... 


...SO MAYBE I'M JUST FORCING 
MY DESIRES ON HIM. 
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HMM... 
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THIS SILENCE... 
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(rri) [ 

I MAY HAVE A PUSHY 


Ml ■. / if V” "ifflfflffiilBL 

PERSONALITY... 


a. 'It HB 

\vf\ ...BUT IT STILL HURTS 


S\H\ \ TO BE REJECTED. I'M 


X,:\| \ SICK OF DOING ALL 


) - 7| THE PUSHING MYSELF. 



1 I 

mo 

m 

THAT IS TO SAY, I’M SAD. 1 




( 


Hm 



I'M JUST SAP... 
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HEY, WHY DOES ONLY 
NUMATA-SAN GET A 
SOUVENIR? WHEN DID 
THOSE TWO GET SO 
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PERHAPS THIS HAS ALL 
BEEN NOTHING MORE THAN 
THE HALLUCINATION OF A 
LONELY, UNHEEDED WOMAN 
TIRED OF JOB-HUNTING 
AND DAZZLED BY THE LIGHT 
OF HER FINAL MATCH... 
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WHEN THAT TIME COMES, WHAT 
WILL I HAVE LEFT? 
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mu FRI SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

12 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 ©8910111213 

41516 ©15 16 17 18 19 20 
1 22 23 ©22 23 24 25 26 27 

8 29 30 ©©30 

08 AUGUSI 


...OUR TWICE 
MONTHLY ",HUG 
PAY" IS COMING 
UP AGAIN SOON. 
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...I'M SETTING 
TOGETHER FOR 
DRINKS WITH SOME 
COOL PEOPLE 
TONIGHT. WANNA 
COME? 
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HMM? 
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Still Waters Run Deep 
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( 1 1 • j®/ 

I HEY, 

MIKURI- 
\ SAN. 

) 
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I WONDER WHAT 
TSUZAKI-SAN 
WOULD DO. 




























































































WHAT WILL HE DO? 
























































IF WE REALL Y ENDED UP 
TOGETHER LIKE THAT AND 
MADE OUR MARRIAGE 
OFFICIAL, I THINK HE 
WOULD TRY TO FULFILL 
HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AS 
MY HUSBAND. 


H/RAMASA-SAN'S NOT AS 
STRICTLY LOGICAL A PERSON 
AS KAZAM/-SAN IS. 


THEN, WOULD I 
REALLY BE ABLE 
TO ASK HIM FOR 
MORE MONEY? 


BUT THAT ASIDE, 
HE'S GOT HIS 
TAIL BETWEEN 
HIS LEGS OVER A 
KISS. JUST COME 
ON AND DO 
SOMETHING! 


GOD/ HOW ARE 
WE SUPPOSED 
TO PROCEED 
FROM HERE?/ 
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...AND THE 
SOFTNESS OF 
HER UPS. 


IT ONLY LASTED A MOMENT... 


.BUT IT WAS SO NICE 
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HE HUGGED ME MUCH MORE STRONGLY THAN I EXPECTED... 
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.WHICH SENT 
MY HEART 
AFLUTTER. 
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HE CAN BE SUCH 
A HASSLE... 


...BUT STILL... 
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..I'LL TRY TO KEEP OUR MARRIAGE-AS-A-JOB 
EXACTLY AS IT IS NOW... 



...FOR AS LONG AS I CAN. 
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MY MOTHER AND I MIGHT 
DO THE HOUSEWORK 
TOGETHER, THEN, BUT I 
WOULDN'T BE GETTING 
PAID A PENNY. 



vf) shuo 06 * 


o 




IF I HADN'T GOTTEN "MARRIED" TO TSUZAKI-SAN, 
I GUESS I'D PROBABLY BE LIVING HERE WITH MY 
PARENTS LIKE THIS... 
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ABOUT $100,000. 


















































































...OR HE'S ONLY EITHER GETTING 
SMILING TO HIDE THROUGH THE 

THE ANGER IN HIS JEALOUSY HAS 

HEART, AND THEY'RE DEEPENED THEIR 
GOING TO HAVE A LOVE... 
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IT HURTS WHEN HE 
AVOIDS ME WHEN WE’RE 
TOGETHER, BUT MAYBE I 
COULD HANDLE IT WHILE 
WE'RE APART 


EVEN IF THINGS GET REALL Y 
AWKWARD, I WON’T BE 
BACK FOR THREE WEEKS. 
WE MIGHT JUST GO BACK 
TO HOW THINGS WERE WITH 
HIM ACTING LIKE NOTHING 
HAPPENED... 
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WHY I KISSED 
HER? WHAT AM 
I SUPPOSED 
TO SAY? 

















































THAT DAY... 




- 146 - 






























































- 147 - 
































































MIKURI-SAN, 


I'M SORRY. AS YOUR EMPLOYER, I 
UNDERSTAND THAT MY BEHAVIOR 
WAS INAPPROPRIATE. 




IN TERMS OF A COMPANY OUTING, THAT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN SEXUAL HARASSMENT, 
BUT WE’RE CONTRACTUALL Y DATING, TOO, 
AREN’T WE P IT COULD COUNT AS A FORM 
OF PHYSICAL INTIMACY. 
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LIKING HIM, I COULD TELL 
HtRAMASA-SAN HOW I FELT 
ABOUT HIM NO PROBLEM. 


BUT NOW THAT I LIKE 
LIKE HIM, I’M WAY TOO 
SCARED TO SAY IT. 























I JUST CAN'T BRING MYSELF TO SAY IT... 
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The Full-Time Wife Escapist Volume 4, The End 
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Aruto Asuka, 

Toriko Chiya, 

Satoru Hiura, 

Mitsurou Kubo, 
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Chie Waseda, 

Mio Hase, 

Yuko Nagao, 

Hiromi Sato, 

Nishiki Tachibana, 
my family and friends, 
Kamakura-san, 
Murakami-san, 

Komuro-san, 

everyone who cooperated with my interviews, 
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With Love,Tsunami 
Umino, 2014 


You can follow my work at this blog! 
http://uminotsunami.seesaa.net/ 


Afterword 

Yay\ Xt's my fortieth bmAobon. 

X don't Know, but X thinK things have 9otten a lot more lovey- 
dovey in this one. 

this pair's relationship Will 9o even further in volume five, so please 
looK forward to itl 

the chapters were a little Shorter in this one due to my hospital¬ 
ization, so X have some Wonderful 9uests contribute their WorK in 
honor of my twenty-fifth anniversaryl 

there are a lot of artists X Know and HKe, but X couldn't very well 
9et everyone to draw a 9uest comic, so X asKed the people Who 
seemed HKe they had ol readership that overlapped With mine. 

X'm sincerely full of 9ratitude for everyone Who so Kindh a9reed to 
help Out, from those Who X Knew in my days of draWin9 for/Va/tay- 
oshi to those X WorK With today. 

At the time of my Writin9 this afterword, X still haven't seen the 
draWin9S, but this is the first time X'm doin9 this Kind of thin9, and X'm 
really excited about it. 

thanK you so very much, artists. Let's stay 9ood friendSl 

Here's hopin9 my readers will enjoy your WorKl 

A lot has happened in the time between volume three and volume 
four, includin9 my Surgery. 

X'm feelin9 totally fine, so X’ve been 9oin9 all over the place. X flew 
out of Yao Airport With a friend on a Cessna to 9et a view of Jaisen 
Kofun (the 9rave of Emperor jVintoKu) from the sKy. X stayed at a 
pil9rims' lod9in9 at Alt. hoy a and 9ot to meditate and copy Buddhist 
Sutras by hand- X Went a little out of the Way to see flowers, stuff 
HKe that. 

Once X 9ot sicK, X realized that there isn't necessarily 9oin9 to be 
a "neyt time" When you thinK you're 9oin9 to "do somethin9 nejt 
time." 

X mean, when is "someday" supposed to bed the people in your life 
and your environment itself are 9oin9 to chan9e. 

So X decided that X'm 9oin9 to act on every opportunity X have to 
90 the places X Wanted to 90 "someday," eat the thin9s X Wanted to 
eat "someday,” and do the thin9s X Wanted to do "someday." 

Xf you try to Watt for your schedule to clear up, it WHl always be 
full With somethin9 or other. You have to plan first and then schedule 
accordingly, or you Won't be able to 90 anywhere or see anyone. 

X couldn't brin9 myself to asK for time off WorK until now, so X 
never 9ot it, but X Was finally able to once X 9ot sicK- 

Xf you asK in advance, they'll mana9e to give it to you one Way or 
another. You only can't 9&t it if you request it at the last minute. 


X used do 9rumble {had X could {aKe some time off ifX9ot sick, bid 
now X've learned my lesson: id's nod time off When you’re sick (you 
feel doo bad tio res{ ad all). 

So everyone: Please dake a. break before you 9ed sick, and short 
Workin9 out hoW you re 9oin9 do do dhose dhin9S you Wanted do do 
"someday"! 

Oh, yeah, X Was raisin9 dhad lotus plant in a rot Wtih Wader like X 
Wanted, bud id Sdn’d flower dhis year... 

Xhe killifish X had in dhere all died once, so X moved id into dhe shade 
do keep dhe Wader demreradure from risin9 doo fast, but it doesn’d 
seem like dhad Was doo 9ood for dhe buds. 

X panicked and moved id into dhe Sun[i9ht, and a tiny bud did Sproud, 
but dhen it JuSd Wilded■ X bou9hd neW killifish, doo, bud one of dhem died 
again. 

XaKin9 care of livin9 dhin9s Sure is hard... 

X don’d have children, bud sometimes X Wonder Whether X’d still 
have dhis Job if X did have do raise some of my own. 

Of course, dhere are plenty of artisds who have kids and still 9ed a 
don of Work done, but X'm a slow Writer, so X’m not Sure X’d have 
been able do mana9e. 

dhad makes me feel like x'm wmtin9 sdories insdead Of raisin9 chil¬ 
dren. 

Some people dell me dhey dhink it's awesome dhad X'm draWin9 
man9a, but X dhink raisin9 children is pretty awesome, bo. 

Some of you may be like, "Well, x'm not raisin9 kids or draWin9 
man90b" bud X feel like you're probably fosderin9 somedhin9, aldhou9h 
X'm sure Whad dhad is varies from person do person. 

posderin9 somedhin9 is different dhan JuSd living life . Xd's like relatin9 
b dhe World proactively. 

X dhink it's doth a s{ru99le and a source of comfort. All dhad becomes 
a Wave of sadness and Joy, and id enriches your life. Basically, fos- 
derin9 somedhin9 is love. 

So With dhad, X'll continue do Work hard on dhis comic- 

X'll be seein9 you in volume five. 

play my killifish make it dhnou9h Winter and my loduS plant bloom 
beautifulh ne^t year. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON TNG 
TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
YOUR LIFE AS A MANGA ARTIST/ 

If seems ///<£ a. lon9 time, but twenty-five years nass you by in an instant! 
Chat's e v en how it feels...') 

Snce your debut, you haven't lost an ounce of your unfcue style and ideas. 
I thinK you offer a 9ood e/amnle of a miraculous forties, 9irll (Iau 9 hs) 

Your worK doesn't exactly fit into the bo/, called "manga," in a 9ood Way. 
heer it comin9l 

lean be a nretty bad, careless friend, but here's honin9 we'll be together 
for a lon9 time to come. 

Your old friend from Way 



When X told her J Was going to draw /Vumata-san, she 
as/ed me to draw him macho. Qau9hs ) 

I loye how you can't fit any of the characters in The 
Full-Time Wife Escarist into a sin9le bo/. 











I LIKE HIRAMASA-SAN AND 
MIKURI-CHAN AS A COUPLE. 



t 

It's neat hoW 

iipti9ht h& rS( 

L lau9hfJ 
you don t see 
this Kind of- 

character [ n 
nSj manga■ 


JUKuri-chans such a. 9o-9etter, 
^~and she s really got id together. 

X feel liKe Xm looKin9 right at 
you, Tsunami-san. 

You re always so helpful on 
our trips. We feel IKe We re 
looKin9 right at you, Tsunami- 
sanl (/our travel buddies) 


Jf's imfiorianh so we repeated H. 

<S) 


X feel HKe Hiramasa-san Would reject maWng this marriage 
arrangement With any of the female characters from To/Wo 
Alice ■ Xhat s why these two maKe the best couple. 



HnJou XI 

wShe can't cooK, clean, or do 
much anything. She doesnt 
thinK of the future and 
, r Wastes too much money, 
ru 

^ She seems liKe the one 
Hiramasa-san Would be most 
HKely to go for, but she doesn t 
have any desire to auit her Job. 

- a . Besides, she s looKin9 for a. 
n o stay-at-home husband, so it 
WouldntWorK- 



Ho way, the sey 
Would be a deal 
breaker... 

She seems liKe the 
one most HKely to 
choose a risKy life, 
so she d be rejected . 


MiZuho 





















_ -HAS .IT REALLY BEEN TWENTY-FIVE 
' 'YEARS SINCE YOUR DEBUT IN \ 
‘$NAKAYOSHI?V' X 

I 6U£SS WE'VE BOTH\MANAGED 
'TO SURVIVE! „ —i /( 
THAT TSUNAMIN'FLAVOR HAS/ 
FINALLY MADE A BIO SPLASH, WITH 
THE FULL-TIME WIFE ESCAPIST! 

1 LOOK FORWARD TO READING 
EVERY'CHAPTER! n 

WE BEEN SMIRKING CW) AT THE 
AWKWARD .DEVELOPMENT OF | 
MIKURlfCHAN AND TSUZAKI-SAN'S 
RELATIONSHIP. MEANWHILE, I'M] 
WONDERING WHAT KAZAMI-SAN 
IS UPjTO! I I 

I'M EXPECTING THAT THE STORY 
MIGHT START TO ADVANCE REALLY 
RAPIDLY AGAIN ONCE KAZAMIrSAN'S 
ALOOF SHELL STARTS TO SHATTER. 
\l'M LOOKING FORWARD TO 

AND GOOD LUCK , YURI-CHAN! 


(A 



*<£££ ‘JSSSnI SS out obwxe. 




pHSurou 





















Con9ra.iula.Hons on The Full-Time Wife 
Fsca^isi volume four 9oin9 on saiel 
T'm a. IHlle latte, bui con9rattulattions on 
Winning ihe FttaJJ maBaZine man9a. 
9rantt rrizel 

And on 9ettin9 ei 9 hih dace in Ihis 
Han 9 a.s Awesomel lOltt, -tool 


X 9 uess ihis maKes H obvious ihatt 
X m a. Full-Time Wife Fscanisi 
fan9irl, bui I keep holdin9 mB 
breatth like, 'come on and find 
happiness btt 9iyin9 yourself oyer 
io /TiKuri-chan, HiramaSa-santt 



Chen is yolume five s coyer 
9oin9 io have !/umatta-sandl 


TO/VO 



















THE TWO OF THEM HAVE ACKNOWLEDGED 


THEIR FEELINGS FOR EACH OTHER. 

CAN A PRO BACHELOR’S ESCAPE FROM 
MIDDLE-AGED VIRGINITY REALLY GO SMOOTHLY? 
AND WILL SOMETHING CHANGE BETWEEN 
KAZAM! AND YURI? 























Send Your Cutest Child on a Journey, page 3 
[3.11 

This Japanese proverb encourages parents to keep their 
children from becoming spoiled by making sure to expose 
them to the hardships of the world. 



Hug Day, page 23 
[23.2] 

Mikuri’s suggestion of August 9th for Hug Day is a pun. 
“Hug” is pronounced hagu in Japanese, which sounds 
similar to “eight-nine.” Taken as a date, this would be 8/9, 
or August 9th. 

What Is Done Cannot Be Undone, page 35 
[35.1] 

The original title of this chapter literally means, “Spilt 
water doesn’t return to the bowl.” This proverb means 
roughly the same thing as the English translation given 
here, and it refers especially to romantic relationships that 
have been cut off. It is said to have been uttered originally 
by the Great Duke of Qi, Jiang Ziya. According to legend, his 
wife left him when he was young, because he spent all his 
time reading instead of working. Later in life, he achieved a 
high station in society, and that wife tried to return to him. 
When she requested that they renew their marriage, Jiang 
Ziya knocked over a bowl of water and told her that 
he would accept if she could return the water to the bowl. 




Yukata, page 41 
[41.5] 

A yukata is a cotton Japanese robe often worn at summer 
festivals and at hot springs such as the one Mikuri and 
Hiramasa go to in this chapter. 


Dorayaki, page 50 
[50.4] 

Dorayaki is a Japanese confection made of two round 
pancake-like pieces of castella (a type of sponge cake) with 
a sweet filling such as red bean paste sandwiched between 
them. 

















Still Waters Run Deep, page 94 
[94.1] 

This chapter’s titular proverb would literally translate 
as, “The firefly doesn’t cry, but it lights up.” This is in 
contrast to a cicada, which has a cry but doesn’t light up. 
This proverb does mean something similar to the English 
translation provided here, but it has some nuance that 
the translation does not. There is a folk poem from the 
nineteenth century that uses this proverb to play on the 
similarity between the way romantic yearning and a fire¬ 
fly lighting up are each described in Japanese. The poem 
is suggestive of a love unspoken and unable to be realized. 
Also, it’s worth noting that while this proverb is normally 
written with the word “cry” as in an animal’s cry, it is 
rendered in this book with “cry” as in a person’s crying. 



Edamame, page 97 
[97.1] 

Edamame are boiled or steamed soy beans that you eat 
straight out of the pod. 


Yukari, page 97 
197.11 

Yukari, similar to Kleenex in the US, is a brand name that 
has come to be used generically in Japan. It’s the name 
of Mishima Food Corporation’s brand of dried red shiso, 
which is used as a topping for various foods. Shiso is a 
plant of the mint family. 



Buchimgae, page 109 
[109.2] 

Buchimgae is a Korean dish made by frying ingredients 
such as vegetables and seafood in a batter of flour, eggs, 
and water. 



















The Style Is the Man, page 125 

[125.1] 

The Japanese proverb that serves as this chapter’s title 
has the same origin as this English proverb. It was 
Georges-Louis Leclerc who said it originally. The proverb 
suggests that a piece of writing expresses the nature of its 
writer. 


Okonomiyaki, page 127 
[127.5] 

This food is something like a mix between a pancake and a 
pizza. It’s made by frying a flour-based mixture, along with 
other ingredients such as vegetables, meat, and seafood, 
on a metal plate and topping it with various sauces, 
mayonnaise, or even curry. The precise recipe can vary 
from region to region. 



Wei Ba, page 128 

[128.1] 

This product is somewhat of a cult classic among cooks in 
Japan. Its main ingredients are chicken and pig bone ex¬ 
tract, and its fans say that just a little bit can make almost 
anything taste like real Chinese food. Its name means “the 
king of flavor.” 



Announcer girls, page 131 

[131.1] 

Mikuri is referring to the young women who are often 
recruited to lend their voices to political campaigns in 
Japan by repeating their candidate’s rhetoric through a 
loudspeaker mounted on top of a moving van. 















Tankobon, page 158 

[158.1] 

Most manga start out by being serialized in a magazine. 
When the chapters are collected into a hook, that book is 
called a tankobon. 

Kofun, page 158 

[158.1] 

A kofun is an enormous mound that was used as a burial 
site for people of high social standing in Japan between the 
third and sixth centuries. They are often shaped somewhat 
like keyholes. 

Mt. Koya, page 158 

[158.1] 

Mt. Koya refers not to a mountain, but to a place in the 
north of Wakayama prefecture surrounded by mountains. 
Mt. Koya is home to a large number of Buddhist religious 
institutions, such as temples and mausoleums. 
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Out Deluxe, page 163 

[163.2] 

Out Deluxe is a Japanese variety show hosted by comedian 
Hiroyuki Yabe and famous cross-dresser Matsuko Deluxe. 
The show focuses on guests who “strike out,” which is to 
say, who are a little off. 



Takoyaki, page 165 

[165.3] 

Takoyaki is a kind of Japanese octopus dumpling that 
originated in Osaka. 
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